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“We are all longing to go home to some place we 

have never been — a place half-remembered and 

half-envisioned we can only catch glimpses of from 

time to time. Community. Somewhere, there are 

people to whom we can speak with passion without 

having the words catch in our throats. Somewhere a 

circle of hands will open to receive us, eyes will 

light up as we enter, voices will celebrate with us 

whenever we come into our own power. Community 

means strength that joins our strength to do the 

work that needs to be done. Arms to hold us when 

we falter. A circle of healing. A circle of friends. 

Someplace where we can be free.” ~Starhawk�
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Women In God seeks to make vibrantly visible the bond between women.     

With our commitment to live from our deep, god-self, we join together            

to support, nourish, and encourage each other. WIG’s programs                  

and events are interfaith, multi-path, and all-inclusive.  

Welcome. You belong. 
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The Collective is published four times a year by              

Women In God, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200,                        

Portland, ME 04101. Phone: 207.233.7658       

Director, Jane Honeck: jane@womeningod.com                 

Editor, Megan Devine: editor@womeningod.com 

www.womeningod.com 

WIG is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization 

�������������������� �

��������	
�	�
���������������	����������������


�����������
���	�����������	����
��������

����

�����
���	����
���
���
���������
����

���������
�����	�����������	���
	�	�����
����

�� �����������������
���	�	
��	�
�	
�������!

����

��
����
����
�������
��� ��������

��"�	
�#!#$�	�
�������������	�
������������
���

����

���	�
���������
	�������������
�������

�	

�����������	
�����
������
��

���������������� �!"#�����$����

Women In God reserves exclusive rights to select what is to appear in 

The Collective, including advertisements. Any  correspondence or 

other materials offered for publication may be paraphrased, con-

densed, excerpted, or in other ways edited. Paid advertisement will not 

be changed without approval of the advertiser. Submission does not 

guarantee  publication. While WIG encourages personal reflection and 

experience, submissions that negate, belittle, or attack a specific per-

son, practice, or point of view will be discarded. For example: an essay 

reflecting on one’s work for Peace may be acceptable; an essay attack-

ing the military or elected officials would not be acceptable. An essay 

belittling or  attacking an organized religion is not acceptable; an essay 

expressing one’s experience as a woman in organized religion may be 

acceptable. Questions? Please contact: editor@womeningod.com.   

WIG does not assume responsibility for, and offers no endorsement of, 

goods, events or services offered in this newsletter. Each issue is     

copyrighted; all excerpts or selections quoted from this material   

require permission from the editor. Address any such requests to:                 

Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101  
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Women In God seeks to make vibrantly 

visible the bond between women. With our 

commitment to live from our deep, god-self,  

we join together to support, nourish and    

encourage each other. WIG’s programs and 

events are interfaith, multi-path and all-

inclusive. Welcome. You belong. 
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ingod.com 

or by phone 207-233-7658 

Tuition: Members $190 before June 1st, $205 after June 1st. 

Non-members: $220 before June 1st, $235 after June 1st. 

 

 

***Tuition must be paid in full by June 8th, no registrations 

after June 8th 

��������

Thank God It’s Grace is growing! Thank God It’s Grace is a fellowship of women desiring to know spirit more 
intimately, allowing each woman to personally define and name their source or God. It is our hope that within 
these gatherings, each member will feel comfortable sharing their experiences of life and spirit, and the ways 

grace shows up in their life. It is also our hope that this community of women may allow your perception of God 
to grow and expand over time as your spirit develops and moves through life. Women In God members are 
invited to bring Thank God It’s Grace to their communities, allowing more women to share in this gathering. 

Group guidelines, opening readings, and closing music are provided by Women In God. If you are interested in 
starting a TGIG gathering in your area, please contact Jane Honeck at jane@womeningod.com. New and                  

established gatherings will be listed in this section and on the web at www.womeningod.com.  
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How did you hear about us? ___________________        

__________________________________________ 

Would you like to be listed in the New Member’s     

section, by name and town? __________ 
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Gift Recipient’s Name & Address:________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

$ _______ Total Enclosed:  

Scholarship / Tax Deductible Donation $ _______ New or renewal membership 

Gift Membership: gift membership will be 

acknowledged with a hand-written card. 

Summer Retreat—Member 

Summer Retreat—non-member $ _______ 

$ _______ 
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Women In God  Membership / Registration  Form 

$25.00 

$25.00 

Deposit $75; $190.00 before 6/1, $205 after 6/1 

Deposit $75; $220 before 6/1, $235 after 6/1 

Name 

Address 

Phone & Email 

Hear me, four quarters of the world -                              
a relative I am! Give me the strength to walk      

the soft earth, a relative to all that is!                                       
Give me the eyes to see and the strength to                       

understand, that I may be like you.                  
With your power only can I face the winds. 

Black Elk (1863-1950) Oglala Sioux holy man 
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Ad guidelines and rates: Suitability for a classified ad is deter-

mined by subject matter: fee-based events, classes, retreat rentals 

and services are  welcome. Submit your listing and payment of  30 

cents per word to:   Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200, 

Portland, ME 04101.   For free events, please see Member News. 
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         Release the sorrow, grief and 
resentments and Hope really does 
"Spring Eternal." Hope renews and 
returns you to a path of life that 
moves us to our joy. The release is 
the commitment to hold the truth 
through faith that always a renewal is 
offered. If we hold through the   
emotions and their message of hope-
lessness, we can gain the power of 
our convictions once again. 

 Happy spring of Hope to you.   

  Sharon Elaina, a place of healing 

Women in God  
&  a place of healing                         

present  
 THE HEART CIRCLE,   

    an experience of sharing, releasing, 
renewing. Together we bring                     

focus to the Heart as the center of                 
Love and a place of healing.                       

Monday, May 7th, 6:30-8:30  
  Introductory circle   

at Meadow Wind, 100 Gray Road, 
Falmouth, ME  

�rsvp 233-7658 or 651-1679  
  gifts of appreciation accepted 


�
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Have news you’d like to share? Member News lists free events of 

interest to WIG members, requests for prayer or  healing, personal 

news, milestones, and celebrations. Send your listing to Editor, WIG, 

50 Portland Pier,  Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101; or by email at 

editor@womeningod.com 
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the fear and chaos of both the inner 
and outer world, tiny buds of any-
thing do not seem like enough to 
make a great difference. Fear often 
reigns over hope and spreads its 
thoughts of discouragement. 

         And, discouragement       
becomes the belief that we do not 
have the power to face the fears 
and follow the hope. Tiny buds and 
green shoots never get discouraged 
and always return in the spring to 
reclaim their rightful bloom into 
the heart of summer. 

         Hope is always available 
within the heart. Spring whispers 
the message, “when discouraged, 
always return to the Heart." Listen 
until you hear the voice of hope 
speaking. Sometimes the voice is 
covered with sorrow or grief or 
resentments. However, it is only 
covered...never gone. All move-
ment and growth appears "gone" in 
winter but Spring proves otherwise 
as does hope. 

The Way of the Heart 

         It is early spring. All the signs of 
awakening have arrived in nature.  
From my bedroom window I can   
witness the very beginning of buds 
forming on the trees as a much 
brighter light comes shining through. 
In my garden the green shoots that 
bring promise of bright colors from 
daffodils and tulips begin their growth 
to the light. Begin again......and... .. we 
begin again...... to open our hearts, for 
new hope always emerges in the 
spring. 

         Hope like the buds on the trees 
emerges slowly each day offering us 
the opportunity to renew and grow.    
If we do not remember how to follow 
this flowing movement from the heart 
we can become DIS-HEARTENED.  
To be dis-heartened is to leave the 
heart and to return to the mind for  
answers.  When the mind sorts through 
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The Story-Teller is on hiatus this issue. In her place,                      

Sharon Elaina shares a Spring greeting! �
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Each year, Women In God presents four seasonal retr eats designed to deepen our connection to the natur al 
world and to our inner self. In a community of wome n, we explore, reflect, and meditate on the season’ s 

theme, creating potent images to carry with us and remind us of our path. This Summer, join us for:  

The Word Made Flesh: Voicing Our Dreams                                                                  
Summer is a time for expansion, celebration, and the exuberant manifestation of dreams. Music, dancing, 

and theater are tools to express our deepest passions. In this retreat, we explore hidden outrage and the 
places we feel most called to work for justice and transformation. We move into sacred mask-making to 
give face and form to our desires. Weather permitting, a Saturday evening bonfire provides a backdrop 

against which we commit ourselves to living our visions out into the world.  Silent reflection begins after 
Friday’s program and continues through Saturday lunch. Don’t miss it!  

June 16 th-18th, 2007 Living Water Retreat Center, Winslow, Maine                                               
Tuition includes all retreat activities, an optional one-to-one meeting with one of the facilitators, lodging in private 
rooms, 5 meals from Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch, and access to Living Water grounds and library.  
Massages are available for an additional fee and must be scheduled with Living Water staff before the retreat.  

Check-in begins at 6 p.m.; there are several restaurants nearby  for Friday’s dinner. The evening program begins     
at 8 p.m. This retreat is facilitated by Jane Honeck and Megan Devine. Please note: this retreat has an additional   

materials fee of $10, payable to the facilitator.������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Register online at www.womeningod.com or by phone 207-233-7658   

    TUITION: Members: $190 before June 1st, 2007; $205 after June 1st, 2007.                                               
Non-Members: $220 before June 1st, 2007; $235 after Jun e 1st, 2007.                                                     

$75 non-refundable deposit due at time of registrat ion payable to Women In God .                                           
***Tuition must be paid in full by June 1st  to provide an accurate count for meals and rooms;                            

no registrations can be accepted after June 1st.***  See registration form on page 11.  
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"It is an important thing that while we are 
living and are human we have human 

support” - Teresa of Avila 

 

� We are not alone. God has 
brought us here together at this time to 
help one another with our journeys of 
love, with our journeys of creation and 
community. It is vital that we reach out 
and say, "here I am," this is what I need 
to be nourished in order to offer myself, 
with the wholeness of my being, to the 
world. Too often we are trying to give 
ourselves from a place that is depleted, 
or perhaps undertaking tasks that     
another could easily do. We do not have 
to do it all! We need to honor our some-
times fragile humanness and our spirit's 
need to be in a peaceful and resting 
love. In doing so, we can emerge from 
our chrysalis with stronger wings and a 
greater capacity for flight. 

 Teresa of Avila, the great six-
teenth-century Spanish mystic was an 
expert at surrounding herself with     
human support in many capacities.   
She had spiritual advisors whom she 
respected and trusted. She chose them 
carefully as she had encountered those 
who did not understand her soul and 
who caused her much spiritual pain and 
confusion. After much inner labor she 
finally came to trust her own internal 
voice and therein found the spiritual 
guidance that she needed, and yet she 
also took counsel from others, knowing 
God spoke to her in many ways and 
forms. As St. Augustine wrote, we need 
an outer teacher only until the "inner 

ous and loving with our companions? 
Can we place aside our own desires for 
the spiritual good of another? Teresa 
and Clare entered into a sacred love 
with their spiritual companions, as 
Teresa wrote, "Those whom God brings 
to a certain clear knowledge love very 
differently." 

 Teresa and Clare were both 
given the enormous responsibility of 
creating new forms of community. They 
had nothing but the guidance of Spirit 
and the sometimes precarious support 
of their human companions. Finances, 
housing, and the actual form of their 
communities were entirely up to them to 
create. Sound familiar? Prayer, faith, 
hard work and a lot of patience saw their 
missions come to realization, and way 
beyond either of their expectations.  

 Teresa was an excellent     
administrator and fund-raiser, however 
she relied heavily on the counsel of a 
dear friend Father Gracian to advise her 
in every aspect of her administrative    
dealings. She chose capable nun com-
panions to head the new monasteries 
she was  creating, giving them equal 
responsibility to her. She also astutely 
understood the psychological             
implications of community dynamics and 
therefore allowed each community to 
create their own individual way of living, 
using their own rules and guidelines. 
Teresa created seventeen new monas-
teries in total, all with their own unique 
template of communal living, and all are 
still in existence today. Quite an        
incredible legacy!  

(continued next page) 

monitor" or the Logos, the Word, has 
been aroused. It seems to me that every 
day provides deeper and deeper oppor-
tunities for this arousal to occur and 
what better way than to experience this 
than with another. As we know, it is easy 
to sit on one's meditation mat and hear 
the word of God. How well do we hear 
this same word when we are fully     
engaged in the outer world and         
encountering those difficult compan-
ions? Teresa knew this challenge well. 

  At all times Teresa relished the 
opportunity to speak her soul thoughts 
to others who were as open to the spirit 
as she was. John of the Cross in      
particular was her most favored spiritual 
companion and she delighted in his 
company, even though he was twenty-
five years younger. Teresa said upon 
first meeting John, "I have been waiting 
for the one with the light to come, and 
he is the one."   

 Likewise there existed the most 
beautiful spiritual companionship      
between Francis of Assisi and Clare of 
Assisi. She was his confidante, his   
consoler and spiritual advisor. He too 
fulfilled these roles for her. Francis said 
the only thing he feared in this life was 
his own will and so when he received 
any divine direction he would ask Clare 
for illumination. She would take it to 
prayer and whatever she declared to be 
true Francis would follow. Such trust 
from Francis, and such love from Clare 
as she placed aside her personal     
desires and listened to the voice of 
Spirit, which very often resulted in her 
companion being taken from her as he 
traveled to teach. Can we be so gener-

:N��*�,�����.����)�.�����+�����.�,��/���������*��6+ �1���(��*����*���7.�����)��:N��*�,�����.����)�.�����+�����.�,��/���������*��6+ �1���(��*����*���7.�����)��:N��*�,�����.����)�.�����+�����.�,��/���������*��6+ �1���(��*����*���7.�����)��:N��*�,�����.����)�.�����+�����.�,��/���������*��6+ �1���(��*����*���7.�����)��

)�������'�+��1��)������',+��)��&�8�����+���)���*��+ ��'������)�������'�+��1��)������',+��)��&�8�����+���)���*��+ ��'������)�������'�+��1��)������',+��)��&�8�����+���)���*��+ ��'������)�������'�+��1��)������',+��)��&�8�����+���)���*��+ ��'������ �
����
����
����
��� %*������%*������%*������%*������

�)�����,�/�������9�����1������3���N����+����,�)�����,�/�������9�����1������3���N����+����,�)�����,�/�������9�����1������3���N����+����,�)�����,�/�������9�����1������3���N����+����,! !!!�,����'��,���+N�*��%�+�1�)9�����*���,����'��,���+N�*��%�+�1�)9�����*���,����'��,���+N�*��%�+�1�)9�����*���,����'��,���+N�*��%�+�1�)9�����*��

'�'����%*�)*���������.����/���,'�'����%*�)*���������.����/���,'�'����%*�)*���������.����/���,'�'����%*�)*���������.����/���,! !!!�����1��9+���+)��1����+��*����'��%*��������1��9+���+)��1����+��*����'��%*��������1��9+���+)��1����+��*����'��%*��������1��9+���+)��1����+��*����'��%*���

1���+��1��+�+��.����+������+�������'���+*�������)�' '������(���������*��1���+��1��+�+��.����+������+�������'���+*�������)�' '������(���������*��1���+��1��+�+��.����+������+�������'���+*�������)�' '������(���������*��1���+��1��+�+��.����+������+�������'���+*�������)�' '������(���������*��

%��������(*��������,����+���������9���*��+��/��/��� )�����+���%��*����0��+���%��������(*��������,����+���������9���*��+��/��/��� )�����+���%��*����0��+���%��������(*��������,����+���������9���*��+��/��/��� )�����+���%��*����0��+���%��������(*��������,����+���������9���*��+��/��/��� )�����+���%��*����0��+���

)��0��+�����&;��)��0��+�����&;��)��0��+�����&;��)��0��+�����&;��! !!!�B�����+�0���������+���+.��9��(��1�����*��F�+*'��� ����B�����+�0���������+���+.��9��(��1�����*��F�+*'���� ���B�����+�0���������+���+.��9��(��1�����*��F�+*'���� ���B�����+�0���������+���+.��9��(��1�����*��F�+*'���� �� ����������������

������������
�������������������������
�������������������������
�������������������������
�������������� ���

Please send your poetry to                                  

Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200, 

Portland, ME 04101; or email to:                                   

editor@womeningod.com.                                    

We try to honor line breaks and formatting 

requests; please let us know if there is a 

specific way your words need to appear.  
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 Clare showed equal flexibility. 
She was the first woman in the church to 
write a Rule of Life, and she fought all of 
her life for this. Many Popes tried to  
institute rules written by men but Clare 
refused over and over again to accept 
their proposals. She was also deter-
mined that it not be called a Rule, but 
rather a Form of Living, and within this 
Form she always allowed for exceptions, 
and encouraged flexibility as warranted 
for each community. Both Teresa and 
Clare were determined that every 
woman's power be entered into in their 
communities, that every woman's spirit 
be nourished, and that each unique gift 
was to be encouraged and utilized for 
the community good. Teresa was a 
great storyteller and she would also 
spontaneously create songs and poems. 
She said that every community should 
gather together for an hour a day to  
simply have fun and she greatly        
encouraged others to use their wit and 
wisdom to create this fun and laughter. 
Clare, likewise, was often suggesting to 
Francis for her sisters and the brothers 
to go out for picnics and to sing and 
wander in the hills of Assisi. Such    
gladness of heart was a blessing to all 
who participated and all who witnessed 
their joy. Joy is contagious - may we all 
today be responsible for spreading this 
joy amongst one another and our     
communities. Our spirit needs the light-
ness too, to breathe into its own place of 
goal-less bliss - something that we need 
to direly remember today amongst all 
our productivity and goal-driven lives!  

 What I admire about these two 
women is their non-judgment towards 
their companions. They did not have any 
ill words about the different sexes and 
ways of being, but rather honored and 
learned from their male companions and 

 

Companionship Meditation: 

Bring yourself into a place of quiet and 
gently find the natural rhythm of your 
breath. Then let yourself be taken to 
those hills of Assisi; hear the birds   

singing, feel the grass beneath your 
feet, and open to the love and joy of 
Clare and Francis. Let your soul sing    

in wonder at this creation. 

 

 

 

�Megan Don, from New Zealand, is the 
Award winning author of Falling Into The 
Arms of God: Meditations with Teresa of 

Avila. She is a spiritual counselor and 
retreat presenter. She will be leading a 

workshop in Portland on May 20th     
(see classified ad later in this newsletter) 
and also at Omega Institute, Rhinebeck, 
NY July 20-22. Please see her website 
at www.mysticpeace.com and email:    
teresaretreats@yahoo.com to sign up 

for her monthly Mystic Newsletter.�

sought advice where and when         
appropriate. Likewise, they valued and 
cherished their female companions who 
were of great aide to both, with        
emotional, physical, and spiritual      
support. When hurt or disappointed by 
either male or female, Clare would   
understand that they were either turning 
aside from their spiritual nature or were 
following their own path, and would 
therefore not become despondent. She 
did however feel, like all of us, the great 
parting and loss of love. When Francis 
died, she questioned if she could go on 
in life, but of course she did, as we all 
do. In fact, she lived for another twenty-
six years after his death, fulfilling her 
divine mission of love on this earth. 

Both Teresa and Clare were 
fully alive and embodied on this earth 
and equally aware to the presence of 
the reality of Spirit. This spirit of Love, 
Christ, Mother Mary and other spirit 
companions were also a strong       
presence in their everyday communities. 
We are not alone. Teresa is with us 
more than ever today; Clare is making 
her way. Both of these women have 
much to teach us about becoming who 
we are on this earth. They can show us 
how to follow our vision and create the 
community we want to live in. They can 
help us connect to both our earthly and 
divine natures. They did it and so can 
we. We are all here for each other.    
God is lucky to have such beautiful    
and strong souls here at this time.   
What a wonderful new world we can 
create, with prayer, faith, some hard 
work and a lot of patience!  Looking  
forward to meeting you on those     
metaphorical hills of Assisi, with joy   
and merry-making in our souls,    
spreading it lavishly to all we meet  
along the way! 
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Women In God accepts profile submissions for this column from  

members. Send up to 1200 words in narrative form relating your      

personal path, challenges and lessons, how you’ve changed, what you 

know. Write on how your path intersects with the upcoming theme,    

or choose something different. Submission does not guarantee          

publication.  Send your text to: editor@womeningod.com 
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