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TEACHINGS FROM WOMEN OF WIT AND WISDOM

In a Celtic creation story of the Tuatha
De, all of everything, known and
unknown, comes from one source, a
Being who became curious about
itself, and created the world to know
its own depths.

In the beginning, the One was One, a
beautiful, spinning orb suspended in
infinite space: perfect stasis, perfect
balance. And so it went for eons, time
out-of-time. In its perfection, it knew all
of itself. It knew what was to come,
what could be. It knew Order. Having
learned all of itself, the One Being
grew bored. It cast itself out of its
static, spinning orb, throwing itself out
into space. The stars and galaxies
were born of its flesh: planets and
comets and supernovas. It shaped it-
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self into carbon and water, breath
and bone. Seeking to know the full
extent of itself, it created animals
and oceans. It created gods and
demons, poor and plenty, love and
fear. She, whom we call “god,”
cast herself out in every shape,
every form, every experience.
From conscious order came
conscious dis-order. She is learn-
ing. All we see, all we hear, all we
become — we are all god coming to
know god. We are all part of god’s
learning. The experience of beauty
and compassion are as useful to
god as the experience of greed and
forgetting. Every bit of everything
is god, and god is every bit of
everything. We are the perfect

stasis seeking to know herself in
every atom, every action. We are
god, the universe, the Mystery,
stretching ourselves to see who
we are, to know the depth of our
capacities, the full extent of our
powers. By knowing yourself ~
exploring your gifts & talents, as
well as your hidden hurts and
grievances, you are giving god
back to herself, helping god to
grow. The real question may be
~ are you showing god a good
time?

Creation story first heard from
Geo Cameron, speaking on Celtic
Shamanism. Retold by Megan Devine
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Women In Godseeks to make vibrantly visible the bond betweanemo
With our commitment to live from our deep, god;sedf join together
to support, nourish, and encourage each other. ¥/pEograms
and events are interfaith, multi-path, and all-nsive.

Welcome. You belong.
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J g PP , | Women In God Membership / Registration Form
encourage each other. WIG’s programs an
events are interfaith, multi-path and all- [ New or renewal membership $25.00 [ Scholarship / Tax Deductible Donation s
|nC|US|VeweICOme YOU belong | D Winter Retreat—Member Deposit $75; $180.00 before 12/1, $195 after $
- - - - D Winter Retreat—non-member Deposit $75; $210 before 12/1, $225 after 12/1 $
Women In God reserves exclusive rights to seleettvughto appear in
The Collective, including advertisements. Any espondence or ) »
" #I#$ [ ift Membership: gift membership will be Gift Recipient's Name & Address:

other materials offered for publication may be parased, con-
densed, excerpted, or in other ways edited. Paidriaslement will not
be changed without approval of the advertiser. Ssion does not
guarantee publication. While WIG encourages petdsailection and [ Total Enclosed: $
experience, submissions that negate, belittleftaclaa specific per-

acknowledged with a hand-written card. $25.00
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reflecting on one’s work for Peace may be acceptai essay attac e ow did you hear about us?
ing the military or elected officials would not beceptable. An essa The Collective is published four times a year by
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expressing one’s experience as a woman in organgtigibn may be Women In God, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200 section, by name and town?
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WIG does not assume responsibility for, and offerndorsement o Director, Jane Honeck: jane@womeningod.com
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o* 3E4F J'E' E“ El +C a4 16 4 Each year, Women In God presents four seasonal retr  eats designed to deepen our connection to
the natural world and to our inner self. In a commu nity of women, we explore, reflect, and meditate
on the season’s theme, creating potent imagestoca  rry with us and remind us of our path.
This Winter, we focus on The Long Dark Night . Winter Solstice is traditionally a time of reflection, meditation,
) o and stillness. It's a time when, at least in our climate, the green world has gone silent; our bodies call us to rest,
December 2006 ~ The Long, Dark Night: Loss, Desfeebirth and our souls speak to us in dreams. Amidst the busy-ness of the holiday season, we need a time of alone-ness
(submission deadline November 15th) in order to be able to freely give. We'll coil into our own darkness to find the still point, allowing ourselves to go
March 2007 ~ All My Tribe: Connection and Community fallow as thg ground outside. Our retreat weekend includes dream-wqu, journalilng, cregtive projeqts, a}nd a
o _ candle-lit labyrinth walk, along with time for much needed naps. Silent reflection begins after Friday’'s
(submission deadline February"}5 program and continues through Saturday lunch.

June 2007 ~ Radical Gratitude (submission deadliag 15th)
DECEMBER 15th-17th, 2006 Living Water Retreat Center, Winslow , Maine

Tuition includes all retreat activities, an optional one-to-one meeting with one of the facilitators, lodging in private
rooms, 5 meals from Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch, and access to Living Water grounds and library.
It will be different, Massages are available for an additional fee and must be scheduled with Living Water staff before the retreat.
My daughter Check-in begins at 6 p.m.; there are several restaurants nearby for Friday’s dinner. The evening program
begins at 8 p.m. This retreat is facilitated by Fran Liautaud, Jane Honeck, and Megan Devine.

Holy Mother ~Excerpted from Holy Mother, Church
© Megan Devine 2004
My hands on my belly
full of sweet pink innocence, | read

from the Hammer of Witches: You will eat apples in the moonlight,

dance naked in the summer rain,
Register online at www.womeningod.com ___or by phone 207-233-7658

Especially damned is a girl child you will know the secrets Megan Devine re-joins us as Conference
For she is a daughter of Eve the motherline forgets, Weaver at WIG’s annual conference,
evil hidden in our history: See page 5 for details! %g% TUITION: Members: $180 before December 1st, 2006; $ 195 after December 1st, 2006.
Your bodv IS the h |. land i Non-Members: $210 before December 1 ', 2006; $225 after December 1 ', 2006.
funs through her bones OUr DAty e o fan A $75 non-refundable deposit due at time of registrat  ion payable to Women In God
and her flesh cries out with demons everywhere you stand Please send your poetry to Editor, WIG, 50 Portland
. is sacred ground Pier, Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101; or email t¢: o o " )
she wants for punishment : ground. editor@womeningod.com. We try to honor ling **Tuition must be paid in full by December 8 to provide an accurate count for meals and rooms;
better a herd full of swine than a woman You are god’s body breaks and formatting requests; please let us khgw no registrations can be accepted after December 8th ~ .*** See registration form on page 9.
for she is furthest from god and She is yours. there is a specific way your words need to app<1ar.
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Mo Babicki is a real
estate/retail/restaurant
entrepreneur. Her passion
is women's art found in
textiles. She collects antique
examples of this dying art.

Women In God accepts profile submissions for this
column from members. Send up to 1200 words ih
narrative form relating your personal path, chajks
and lessons, how you've changed, what you knov.
Write on how your path intersects with the upcominpg
theme, or choose something different. Submissi@sdo
not guarantee publication.
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Excerpted from her webpage:
http://journeytowardpeace.blogspot.com
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From the beginning

We have been with you.
We are the Ancient Ones
And we remember.

We remember the time when there was only love,
The time when all breathing was one.

We remember the seed of your being

Planted in the belly of the vast black night.

We remember the red cave of deep slumber,
The time of forgetting,

The sound of your breath,

The pulse of your heart.

We remember the force of your longing for life,
The cries of your birth

Bringing you forth.

We are the Ancient Ones
And we have waited
and watched.

You say that you cannot remember that time
That you have no memory of us.

You say that you cannot hear our voices
That our touch no longer moves you.

You say there can be no return

That something has been lost,

That there is only

silence.

We say the time of waiting is over.

We say the silence has been broken.
We say there can be no forgetting now.
We say,

Listen.

We are the bones of your grandmother's
grandmothers.

We have returned now,

We say you cannot forget us now,

We say we are you

And you are us.

Remember,

Remember.

© Patricia Reis ooq,
www.patriciareis.net %%30“3’38
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A collection of news and events from the physsadial and spiritual realms,
along with ways for you to get involved.

A

On a recent trip to San Francisco, the power perversions that so sacred here. ...A cathedral has

stopped at Grace Cathedral, home often follow in the wake of
to two labyrinths, an AIDS memo- religious strivings? How to

_rial chapel, extensive murals, and find persuasiveness rather
modern stained glass. What than coercion and will-to-
affected me most was the greetin¢ dominate in religion? An
posted at the entrance to the cathr answer is Grace Cathedral.
dral. | share it here as an example Here operates an uncondi-
of the healing power of acknowl- tional surrender to the
edgment and inclusion: even in  freedom of God to speak to
our increasingly militant world, whomever in whatever

a high ceiling and long aisles
to allow the contained soul an
opportunity to venture forth in
multiple directions without the
encumbrances of forced com-
munity. ...Yes, we are part of a
specific religious tradition
(Episcopal Church of the
Anglican Communion). But we
are so, not because one

organized religiortanbe a place  language is understandable.  religious tradition exclusively

...The rule of Grace is the
stranger making himself/
herself at home. All names

of blessing and sanctuary.

“If you are passing by and feel
intimidated or angry because of
religion, please know that there is

contains all truth, but because
when one goes on a long
are journey toward ultimate unity,

one has to depart from a
specific place.

...In the midst of what appears
to be an ever-increasing
fragmentation of life, Grace
offers aHouse of Prayer for

All People, an abiding hope
that there is a Onenesss at the
center of life.

...May your time be blessed.”

~ excerpted from the Grace
Cathedral greeting, written by
William Ewing,
Bishop of California.
www.gracecathedral.org

immunity granted when you enter

4

Grace Cathedral. Immunity from
the ravages of religion and misuse
of Divine revelation. You know
from the past about inquisitions
and crusades and witch hunts. Ypu
live in a time of religious military
zealots, abortion clinic bombings
and TV evangelists attempting to
take power in our land. How to
avail oneself of the soul-inspiring
testimony of religion through the
ages and, at the same time, rece|ve
some guarantee of immunity fron

Project G.R.A.C.E. is an
organized effort to mobilize
our local community to help
people who are in need. Our
mission is to improve the
lives of our neighbors by
identifying both those in need
and those willing to share
their gifts, and coordinating
the interchange of resources
in a compassionate,
confidential manner.

Project G.R.A.C.E. has many
ways to help: they welcome
donations of holiday gifts,

food baskets, items for
families not covered by food
stamps, financial donations,
clothing, and school supplies,
among other avenues of
service. Please check out the
many ways you can support
this program by finding them
online at:
www.projectgracemaine.org.
You can hear more about
Project G.R.A.C.E. from co-
founder Karen Packhem at
WIG's Annual Conference,
October 29th!
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The International Justice
Missionis a human rights
agency that rescues victims of through which [IJM draws

Prayer plays a vital role in the q
work of justice as the vehicle ¢

slavery, and oppressioldM

experts, attorneys and law invites prayer partners to join

enforcement professionals)  them as their co-workers by

receive case referrals from,  committing to support the

and work in conjunction with, vision and work of IJIM

other non-governmental through faithful prayer. Prayer

organizations and casework Partners commit to: Pray daily

alliances abroad. for justice and the work of
IIM; and keep all prayer re-

uests and urgent updates

Though a Christian-based
organization, IJM welcomes
all people in the support of
their much needed work. If
you would like to become a
Prayer Partner, visit their
webpage at www.ijm.org.

3+ <% ,%#H -#
ompletely confidential ~ this 4
is critical for the safety and
violence, sexual exploitation, courage to stand for justice anc protection of the victims we

to serve as advocates for the are seeking to rescue as well as
staff members (human rights abused and oppressed. 1IJM  for IJM's global staff.
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On Sunday, October 29th, Women In God close our day with a four-quarter prayer
hosts its third annual Spirit In Action from the traditions of Islam, Native

conference! This year, our focus is . . .
America, Judaism, and Christianityonise

“Nurturing Ourselves, Our Families,

Our Communities, the World.” Once Bias joins us again this year as a special
again, we bring you amazing speakers and guest in our closing prayer.

performers from many different traditions.
Each of our keynote speakers brings a
wealth of information, insight, and

experience. This year, we welcome:

Woven throughout the conference, we’ll
have opportunities to connect with each
other, record and process our responses,
and commit more fully to each of these
four aspects of our lives.

Author of “Saturn’s Daughters” and
“Through the Goddess: A Woman’s Way
of Healing,” psychotherapifatricia Reis
speaks onTaking Care in Troubled Times:
Body, Mind and Spirit.

Mother, daughter, and WIG founder,
Jane Honeck on: Family Roots: The Give
and Take of Family Sustenance.

DON'T MISS THIS
AMAZING DAY!

This year, show your support for WIG and
for local businesswomen by entering our
raffles! Many items and services are
available, providing something for every-  on the web: www.womeningod.com
one. Several of the speakers and performers

. ] ) Some words from past conferences:
will have books and cds available in the

) . "Thank you for the pure joy of being with
marketplace, allowing you to take a piece » .
. the women present” “What a light we had
of the conference home with you.

as a body of women!” “Who knows what
may be transpiring in the world, as events

To register, look for the registration
insert in this newsletter, or find WIG

Community advocate and founder of
Project G.R.A.C.E.Karen Packhem
joins us with:Grace in Action: Nurturing
Community through Compassionate
Outreach.

International peace activist, women’s Our conference is held at the Hilton

advocate, and pogihgipe Malushi Garden Inn in Freeport, Maine, near and consciousness
brings usJourney to Peace: Tales from 0288,
; ; iatri o574y are now on an

Afghanistan. the main shopping district. 55S
Musical guests and performers include ~ Registration begins at 8:45 am; our E . o :Zi?/:;;att:\?e??sce.
gospel groupRock My Soul, Different opening performance begins at 9 am. A# * ;
Drummers drum circle, and local dancers. New Enaland-based | si Loo- happening | know we
Our conference opens with a blessing €w England-based gospel singers l$ 1. # are being called to
performed by locaCambodian priest Rock My Soul will close the / ’@ use our divine wom-
Pirun Sen and Cambodian dancersThe . . ool .
Chaplaincy Institute of Maine again conference with a post-closing-prayer 03,9020 anly knowing to heal
provides our lunchtime blessing, and we  concert, playing until 4 pm. Lunch is gg€°°°§g.9 our planet."

included with registration. 080
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