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Women In God seeks to make vibrantly visible the bond between women.     

With our commitment to live from our deep, god-self, we join together            

to support, nourish, and encourage each other. WIG’s programs                  

and events are interfaith, multi-path, and all-inclusive.  

Welcome. You belong. 
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The Collective is published four times a year by              

Women In God, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200,                        

Portland, ME 04101. Phone: 207.233.7658       

Director, Jane Honeck: jane@womeningod.com                 

Editor, Megan Devine: editor@womeningod.com 

www.womeningod.com 

WIG is a non-profit 501(c) 3 organization 
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Women In God reserves exclusive rights to select what is to appear in 

The Collective, including advertisements. Any  correspondence or 

other materials offered for publication may be paraphrased, con-

densed, excerpted, or in other ways edited. Paid advertisement will not 

be changed without approval of the advertiser. Submission does not 

guarantee  publication. While WIG encourages personal reflection and 

experience, submissions that negate, belittle, or attack a specific per-

son, practice, or point of view will be discarded. For example: an essay 

reflecting on one’s work for Peace may be acceptable; an essay attack-

ing the military or elected officials would not be acceptable. An essay 

belittling or  attacking an organized religion is not acceptable; an essay 

expressing one’s experience as a woman in organized religion may be 

acceptable. Questions? Please contact: editor@womeningod.com.   

WIG does not assume responsibility for, and offers no endorsement of, 

goods, events or services offered in this newsletter. Each issue is     

copyrighted; all excerpts or selections quoted from this material   

require permission from the editor. Address any such requests to:                 

Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101  
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Women In God seeks to make vibrantly 

visible the bond between women. With our 

commitment to live from our deep, god-self,  

we join together to support, nourish and    

encourage each other. WIG’s programs and 

events are interfaith, multi-path and all-

inclusive. Welcome. You belong. 
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How did you hear about us? ___________________        

__________________________________________ 

Would you like to be listed in the New Member’s     

section, by name and town? __________ 
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Thank God It’s Grace is growing! Thank God It’s Grace is a fellowship of women desiring to know spirit more 
intimately, allowing each woman to personally define and name their source or God. It is our hope that within 
these gatherings, each member will feel comfortable sharing their experiences of life and spirit, and the ways 

grace shows up in their life. It is also our hope that this community of women may allow your perception of God 
to grow and expand over time as your spirit develops and moves through life. Women In God members are 
invited to bring Thank God It’s Grace to their communities, allowing more women to share in this gathering. 

Group guidelines, opening readings, and closing music are provided by Women In God. If you are interested in 
starting a TGIG gathering in your area, please contact Jane Honeck at jane@womeningod.com. New and                  

established gatherings will be listed in this section and on the web at www.womeningod.com.  

Gift Recipient’s Name & Address:________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

$ _______ Total Enclosed:  

Scholarship / Tax Deductible Donation $ _______ New or renewal membership 

Gift Membership: gift membership will be 

acknowledged with a hand-written card. 

Spring Retreat—Member 

Spring Retreat—non-member $ _______ 

$ _______ 
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Women In God  Membership / Registration  Form 

$25.00 

$25.00 

Deposit $75; $190.00 before 2/19, $205 after 2/19 

Deposit $75; $220 before 2/19, $235 after 2/19 

Name 

Address 

Phone & Email 



�� !!"#"$%� %!�                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Ad guidelines and rates: Suitability for a classified ad is determined by subject matter: fee-based events, classes, 

retreat rentals and services are  welcome. Submit your listing and payment of  30 cents per word to:                   

Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier, Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101.   For free events, please see Member News. 
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Have news you’d like to share? Member News lists free events of interest to WIG members, requests for prayer or  

healing, personal news, milestones, and celebrations. Send your listing to Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier,                   

Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101; or by email at editor@womeningod.com 
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Each year, Women In God presents four seasonal retr eats designed to deepen our connection to 

the natural world and to our inner self. In a commu nity of women, we explore, reflect, and meditate 
on the season’s theme, creating potent images to ca rry with us and remind us of our path.   

This Spring, we focus on REBIRTH. The Spring Equinox is traditionally a time of new birth, of hope                                
returning after the cold, quiet, turning in of winter. Our retreat weekend includes journaling,                                       

visioning of the future, creative projects, and commitments to our next self.  

Silent reflection begins after Friday’s program and continues through Saturday lunch.     

March 9th- 11th, 2007     Living Water Retreat Center, Winslow , Maine                                           

Tuition includes all retreat activities, an optional one-to-one meeting with one of the facilitators, lodging in private 
rooms, 5 meals from Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch, and access to Living Water grounds and library.   
Massages are available for an additional fee and must be scheduled with Living Water staff before the retreat.        

Check-in begins at 6 p.m.; there are several restaurants nearby  for Friday’s dinner. The evening program                    
begins at 8 p.m. This retreat is facilitated by Jane Honeck and Megan Devine. 

Register online at www.womeningod.com or by phone 207-233-7658   

    TUITION: Members: $190 before February 19th, 2007; $205 after February 19th, 2007.                                     
Non-Members: $220 before February 19th, 2007; $235 afte r February 19th, 2007.                                           

$75 non-refundable deposit due at time of registrat ion payable to Women In God . 

***Tuition must be paid in full by March 1st to provide an accurate count for meals and rooms;                            
no registrations can be accepted after March 1st.** * See registration form on page 9.  

�

8���.����4
=��������������������������������������� ��
>$�?��������?�
���	 ��
�;$$������������������������ ���������

?���������8��$@#$#��������������������������������� ����

��������	�
���
�����
���������

�

�������

�������������	�������������������


�����
��������������	��������

��������������������	����������������

������������������������������������

�
�������	�����
�������	���������

�	�����������������������
������������������������� ����������

��������� �	��

	��
���%
�� �%�%
�������*
�

)�����
"�
�������������
�
��� �����!�" �"��
! ����������

����������
����

������������-�

� ���!�)
�*���!����)�������.
(

!��
���� ��
�%
���)
�����!����

�������
������
�����������������
�

)���
���!���.�����)���
�
����

*�
���%
�"�)
��������
�
�"(
����-��� �����������	"�����)����

��)����!����)�4���
���)
�*���

*����
������!�
������ ���������

"
�������*�*�
���!������
��-��

����!�*� ��
��)
�������������%
�

��
�� 9 ����!�������� "���������
)���
���!

������ ����
�����

.
!��
������� ��
�%
����
������

� ����� ������������������)��-�

��������� ��
�%
���)���!����

��
�)��������!�* ��
����
������

� �����
����!
���������
���.����
"��*��*��-�� ��
�
�����!��)����

��%
�
�������������"��*��*��-�

?
���"�����"����*���)�
������

� ���

��������)���)������!�* ��
��)����*���"��%��
������
�(

"����*����
��!��
�����-�������

���4
�*������
���
���������!�

��� �
����� ��� ��
-�4
�*� ���

*����
�����*���)�
��
�����

������� ��"��*
����

��
���� ����)��������
)���
%
��)����)
�

*��������)����� �(

�
�%
�����.
�J �
���

��������
������ ���)��

���
��������������

)���
���.� ��)����
��
��.
�
����� ��

" .��*�� �!�*
-�4
�*� ������"�

.
������� ��
�%
�� "�!���!

�����

���
�-�,���)�� ��
�%
������
������!�

)�������������������
��)��-���

����
��!���)����)�����������)����
����"��*
-����
���"�-�	�����������

!
)��.���������-�4���
���)������

�
(�
���� ����
���-��
��
���
�

)����� ��
�%
�-�����

4���
�������
��
������!������(

!����������.
� ��! ����������)��

)��-���9�� �������
��
������

)
���
��������
�.����������
�

�� ����������
��" �������������


%
�����������)�����

)������
���� ����
)����-�8�������

�"�*
�!���!��������

���
�����
������

� ""����%
�!��
��(

���"�������%�� �.�
����

� ����%���������!���
�
����-��

	��)����������)��)�
��
��

!�

+�������0 ��
�����.���

)����2����
����
�!����� ��
�!�

���.
�!����)������
�������� �������

���������
��-�	�

"�)
��-�4
����
�

��� ����	"����-��������������������������������� ���������������������������������

!���"�	����#�
��

��������"��"����������

$�����������������	��

�������!���
����
��

�������%�
�	�#���������

�����������	��������������������

��&�����'������



�

����

��
����������""
�����
���
����������""
�����
���
����������""
�����
���
����������""
�����
�
)��������)
�����
�*�� ���)��������)
�����
�*�� ���)��������)
�����
�*�� ���)��������)
�����
�*�� ���
"���
���������*��.
��;L"���
���������*��.
��;L"���
���������*��.
��;L"���
���������*��.
��;L �������� ����

;$$B���)�
�����������;$$B���)�
�����������;$$B���)�
�����������;$$B���)�
�����������
.
� ��! �����-�����������������������.
� ��! �����-�����������������������.
� ��! �����-�����������������������.
� ��! �����-�����������������������


��)�����
�A
��)�����
�A
��)�����
�A
��)�����
�A �������� ��,�� �����,�� �����,�� �����,�� ���
	"��������,*������������������������	"��������,*������������������������	"��������,*������������������������	"��������,*������������������������
���!
�
�*
-�����!
�
�*
-�����!
�
�*
-�����!
�
�*
-��� ���

��%
��<$�)��
�����
��
��
��
������!���"
����%
�����
���"�������-�
��)����������
�����
��9���� ����
�6���

�*�����
����*��"��������
���
��
)�!��
��������
����
�)�������-��
*� �
�
�!���
������)�����!���
�
���!
�
�*
��������

3�
�������� �� ���,���
��
�
�����
��K��
��?�*�
���
8
�����
%��
�����+�.
��������
	��������	 �����
��
��
������?� �����?����������
4����������G��
�'��
*���
���)��������*�
��.�
�����
!����
�
)����� ���"���� ���

�
����-�

�

��
�������"��������.
����
)���������.���������*
�
�!���
�����-�4���
�?�� ��
	 ��"���
����
����
�����
����.
� ��! ���� ���
��
�
.
**����������%
�*��(
� �
����%������"
�!���
��
�����*
��!�������������
���*
�����.
� ��-�

���!
�
�*
�4
�%
���
8
�����
%��
���
�������(
� *
��� �����?����*����
���
)����"��
����0�������
���
������� .�
�����
�5��
������8����M�	"����-2�'
��
"�
�
��������)������
�(
�"
��
��)����.
� ��! ���
��� ���("��%������"�
���
)��*�� ��
�� ��������)�
��)������
����
�����������
�.� ����
�)�����)
�)
�
�
*�
�����-�	�
� ��
�� �����
���
���!����H����������
�
*�����*���*��*
"���!������
�.���������!����!����H�. ��
��!����!������
�����������
� ��)�������������)� ��
�)���!����� ��
�%
��F�����

(��������
�
%��������
)���

�*-�'
��"�
�
��������" ��
 �������.
� ��! ���"
�*
! ��
�
������)�
�
�)
����)�����
���������
�"����.�
-�

�

4
�����
��
�
����
������
*��!
�
�*
������
�.
� ��! ��
���"�� ��*��!����������
=�����*���!���
�?��������
	��"�������*�
����-�'
��
� ��*�)�����)���
�! ��
*��*� ��������?����*�����
)����-��	�
���!�����
���
��
�
���(!
���"�������)������
������������. �
�����
������
)������
�������
0	��
)�
�
��%
����
�
����.�)-2�

�

G��
�'��
*���4
=�������
�� ��
����"��
��
9�-�'
��
"�
�
���������0�������
�����5���
�=�%
�M����
��!�
�������	 ��
���*
�2�����
�
%��%
����� �����J ��
�
!�����������8���
5�

0���������!
����! ����!������
��6�������������*���
��((�
��
� "��������)����!�
�
������� **
���������
!��� �
����*��

����������
�������
��������%��*
�((�
���������������!�*����*(
�
��-�
�������
�����"��*
��
����
%
���������������
�-�
4���������!���
�
�!
�����
�
���������!
�
�*�
�����
�!�
������
���������"
����(
�����-�
�N����!!�* �������
������
�������������
�
�� �������������
��� �-2�
4����� �����������������
G��
������"
������������
�����
��!���
��)�����
)������
*��*
"����!���
���������������������������

9�
��
��!���������������������
���� ��
��.
��
!���������
������
��.���������.
���
!�
9�.�
����� ��!������
��%
�-�	�
�*��*� �
��.��
�
�������� ���0�� ������
*����
�F��� �)�����.
�
����""����
�-2�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��������������������������������������
���������
������!����������������
	��*� ����'������*�'
�����
����/�����
��
����������
/���� ������
����%
� ��
����""��� �����������
�*��
�����)��
��� ��.���
�-��
,�����! ��/������
���
.�� ���� ������ ��!

��
����J �
�
��� �������-��

K��
��?�*��
����%
� ��
!����!������ ����)�����
��
0	����
���!�=��*
5���������
� �� ��������� �����
���� ������"��������
�
� ��
�*�-2�,��*�(!� ��
��
�!�?��6
*��=-�-,-�-�-�
D=���������
�� �*
������
,�������*
����� �����
���� ������!!���E���
��
�����
������� ���!�"
�"�
�
����������
�����! ���
��!!
�
�*
������
�)�����.��
�
�"��������
������
���
*��� �����)�������"�
��
�
���!
������-�K��
����
��!�(�"��
����
���
�����
"�
�
�*
��
��������
��
)�����
��������
%
�����
����
�
���*����
�����
�
��5�0	"
�����!����. ��
*�������.������*�-2��

D*����� 
������
9��"��
E�

�������

����������	��
��
�
��	����������
������������������ ���������������������������������������������������

	�������������
������	����������

� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � ! �

Please send your poetry to Editor, WIG, 50 Portland 

Pier, Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101; or email to:              

editor@womeningod.com. We try to honor line 

breaks and formatting requests; please let us know if 

there is a specific way your words need to appear.  
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April 2007 ~ All My Tribe: Connection and Community                             

(submission deadline March 15th) 

July 2007 ~ The Great Mother: Human and Divine              

(submission deadline June 15th) 

October 2007 ~ Spirit in Nature                                                       

(submission deadline September 15th)  
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fighter jet with many spirits of past 
friends and relatives astride the back of 
his plane. They were seated in a single 
row, facing forward, with their arms 
around the one in front of them. Their 
flight became so fast that it soon was 
impossible to distinguish the faces. 
Their mission was to go to the one who 
was suffering. They were on their way 
to help my child. 

Suddenly the jet and all those 
aboard dispersed into a shower of glit-
tering particles. Quiet and beautiful. 
There was a bird left that trailed behind 
it a ribbon of shining dust. The bird 
soared freely over a body of tranquil 
water and I awoke feeling less afraid 
for my son.  

I can’t help but think that the bird 
must have been Say’s Phoebe. Maybe 
she is here to say we can fly in the face 
of suffering. Find grace. Feel the sprin-
kle of stardust on our wings and touch 
humanity kindly and lovingly from the 
knowledge of our own flight.  

To contact Barbara Gill:  
.6����I�.-���"���*�-*��

���"5OO����������-*��OP��*
�Q;$4�
����O�

,�����"�����!��
��.����� (�
��)����*�����
�����+��(���,-��"�!���������������������

)))-����������-*��-���

It is very similar to a set of 
images that was deeply implanted by a 
Christian theatrical troupe called the 
Fishnet Players in Calgary in the early 
eighties. In a very tight sketch they 
called Jesus Knocks, a housewife gets a 
phone call from Jesus, who tells her 
that he will be over for a visit in the 
next half-hour. Well, within the next 
half-hour, three different people knock 
at her door, all down-and-outers, look-
ing for some kind of help, and she turns 
them all away, saying that she was  
expecting a visit from a very important 
person. An hour after the first phone 
call, with  Jesus apparently having not 
come, the woman is sitting disconso-
lately in her armchair. The phone rings 
again. It is Jesus, telling the woman that 
he has indeed visited three times, and 
was turned away all three times I 
phrase my question again: Was the  
suffering of the unknown Indian 
woman David described any different 
from the suffering of my grandparents 
when they lost their son during World 
War II? Was that woman’s suffering 
any different from our own suffering 
during darker moments in our lives? I 
wonder if that desperate woman ever 
made a decision to smile, in spite of all. 

Harry Gill described in a letter from  Kara-
chi, June 1942: 

 The first impression that one gets 
of this country is that it is dirty 
and filthy. When you walk along 
the streets in town you are always 
being tormented by beggars and 
cripples of all descriptions and 
sometimes they certainly make 
your flesh crawl. I have never 
seen so many wrecks and odd 
forms of humanity before in my 
life. I never would have believed 
that such people ever existed 
unless I had seen it with my own 
eyes. The lower class of people 
lives like animals; they are very 
dirty looking and they give you 
the impression that if they touched 
you, you would receive some 
horrible diseases. Whether this is 
so, I do not know (I doubt it any-
way) but that is what you think 
when you see them. 

 Suffering. My paternal grandmother 
spoke only once to me about the day 
the telegram came to announce her 
son’s death. Since then I have read 
Harry Gill’s logbook. It has one last 
entry signed off by his commanding 
officer January 17, 1943: “Shot down 
by four 01 fighters on this operation.” 

 I had a dream about Harry Gill at a 
time my older son was first admitted to 
the hospital. I dreamed a day of brilliant 
light. Harry zoomed downward in a 
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facing these social, sensitive, 
playful, complex, and        
extremely intelligent animals. 
There are many ways you can 
help the Sanctuary continue 
their work, including financial 
support, donations of medical 
supplies for ongoing care, the 
feed-an-elephant program, 
direct volunteering, and more. 
Please see www.elephants.com 
for a complete list of ways you 
can help.  
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Cause for celebration:   
How can we not be optimistic?  

The Sun is providing 7,000 

times as much energy as we 

are using. Individually and 

collectively,  we can find smart 

ways to use that sunlight    

efficiently, moving from the    

energy systems we are        

entrenched in now to sustain-

able, wise systems available to 

everyone. And we have help. 

The alternative energy market 

has grown exponentially in just 

the last 10 years. A quick 

look in your local yellow 

pages shows new categories 

of “Solar Energy” and 

“Green Energy.” Leading 

global architecture and civil     

engineering firms host 

competitions in green 

building design, and many 

firms require the use of 

sustainable and efficient 

materials and practices in 

all new buildings. It’s easy 

to focus on how far we 

have to go, but themes of 

sustainable energy and sane 

building practices barely 

existed 30 years ago. Once 

the realm of the hippie and 

“back-to-the-lander,” these 

issues have come to the 

forefront of the cultural, 

political, and social mind. 

More of us care, more of us 

are willing to work for a 

sustainable NOW, and a 

viable future. How can we 

not be optimistic?  

family members. The article 
relates similarities between the 
trauma-aggression bond in  
elephants and the trauma-
aggression bond in humans ~ in 
both groups, young males seem 
to be the most effected ~ with 
an increase in physical assaults, 
murder, sexual violence, and 
territorial standoffs. Scientists, 
biologists, and behaviorists 
continue to study this          
phenomena to help understand 

Maybe you read the October 
9th, 2006 article “Elephant 
Crack Up” in the New York 
Times, describing the escalating 
trauma and aggression in the 
world’s elephants. The article 
describes the effects of trauma, 
including forced relocation, 
abuse at the hands of trainers 
and circuses, the splitting of 
family groups, and young    
elephants witnessing the torture 
and killing of their mothers and 

how to help both humans and 
elephants heal from the effects 
of violence. Here in the U.S., 
The Elephant Sanctuary of 
Tennessee is the largest natu-
ral habitat refuge developed 
specifically for endangered 
elephants. The Sanctuary  
provides a haven for old, sick, 
and needy elephants who have 
been retired from zoos and 
circuses. They provide      
education about the crisis  
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along with ways for you to get involved.  
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It is very cold. We put out suet for 
Phoebe. When we spot her taking flight, 
it seems she is suggesting, “Go ahead 
and watch me through your binoculars. 
Watch how strong I can be.� How ������
resourceful. How persistent.” 

I posed a question: Is all suffering 
equal and the same, relative to our own 
experience and knowledge of life? 
Most said no, suffering is greater for 
some than others. One said, “It is all in 
the way a person copes.” That had a 
ring of truth to it. I believe suffering is 
relative to our own experience and our 
relationship to life. Although we are 
often reminded to count our blessings, 
told that somebody always has a more 
difficult journey than we have, it is  
alright to acknowledge our suffering – 
to embrace its reality in our own lives. 

David, a colleague and friend of 
mine, wrote to me about suffering in 
2000,  

 Hi Barb, I just arrived in 
Delhi. Words cannot describe 
the sights, sounds and smells 
of this world. I have been  
fundamentally moved by some 
things in particular – the sight 
of frail mothers and grandpar-
ents hold ing emaciated      
children, young children with 

disfigured faces who are into 
begging – all crowding 
around me for rupees when-
ever I set foot outside the con-
fines of my hotel; mile after 
mile of rag and tin shacks 
housing half of Mumbai’s 
(Bombay’s) 14 million peo-
ple. I’ve seen cattle, goats and 
dogs competing for space on 
the streets with untold num-
bers of tiny, banged-up cabs, 
three-wheelers and bicycles. 
This morning I completely 
ignored a woman holding a 
child, who was pounding des-
perately on my cab window. I 
am feeling wretched about 
that, and I know God        
witnessed my  unflinching 
stare, even though I have been 
giving generously for days. 
This will change my life, but I 
don’t know how yet. This has 
been a journey, not yet half 
over. 

 I asked David four years later if 
that incident in India had changed his 
life. He was jarred by the question. He 
said,  

 The image of the Indian street 
woman banging on the taxi window 
has not by itself changed my life. It is 
an image that I have placed carefully 
beside just a few other images I have 
collected on my journey from child-
hood ’til now – images that I visit over 
and over, to remind me how to live 
today, to help strengthen my resolve to 
be part of the team that is striving to 
give everyone a fair chance in life. 

                          (continued page 8)  

I hope readers will enjoy the following excerpt 
from my book Soul Gifts: The World’s Self-Help 
Book. Meet Say’s Phoebe – a small bird indige-
nous to California. She visited me when I was 
recovering from cancer and compiling the book 
during one of the coldest winters ever experienced 
in New Brunswick, Canada.  

Love,  

Barbara J Gill, RN 

 SAY’S PHOEBE 

 There is a visitor to the banks of our 
frozen St. John River. I’ve wondered 
what she is doing here, what her mes-
sage may be for us. She came alone and 
is far away from her native California. 
She is Say’s Phoebe – a little bird off 
course, a flycatcher in a place where 
there aren’t many flies to catch in the 
wintertime. 

Many eyes have been watching 
Phoebe, willing her survival. 

I said to Phoebe, “It is all about love, 
isn’t it – your presence here with us in 
this space, in this time? You remind us 
that we do our best from moment to   
moment while we are here but some-
times we get stuck, just like you seem to 
be stuck now, Phoebe. You have lost 
your way, caught on the tail of a storm 
system, and it must be taking a lot of 
effort just to survive. We are concerned 
that you might perish.” 

Women In God accepts profile submissions for this column from 

members. Send up to 1200 words in narrative form relating your 

personal path, challenges and lessons, how you’ve changed, what 

you know. Write on how your path intersects with the upcoming 

theme, or choose something different. Submission does not     

guarantee publication.  Send your text to                                            

editor@womeningod.com 
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