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Women in God seeks to make vibrantly visible the bond between women.     

With our commitment to live from our deep, god-self,  we join together to      

support, nourish and encourage each other.  WIG’s programs and events                   

are interfaith, multi-path and all-inclusive.  

Welcome. You belong. 
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The Collective is published four times a year by              

Women in God ~ Women in Good, 50 Portland Pier Suite 200,          

Portland, ME 04101. Phone: 207.233.7658       

Email: jane@womeningod.com www.womeningod.com 

WIG is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization 
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Women In God reserves exclusive rights to select what is to appear in 

The Collective, including advertisements. Any  correspondence or 

other materials offered for publication may be paraphrased, con-

densed, excerpted, or in other ways edited. Paid advertisement will not 

be changed without approval of the advertiser. Submission does not 

guarantee  publication. While WIG encourages personal reflection and 

experience, submissions that negate, belittle, or attack a specific per-

son, practice, or point of view will be discarded. For example: an essay 

reflecting on one’s work for Peace may be acceptable; an essay attack-

ing the military or elected officials would not be acceptable. An essay 

belittling or  attacking an organized religion is not acceptable; an essay 

expressing one’s experience as a woman in organized religion may be 

acceptable. Questions? Please contact: editor@womeningod.com.   

WIG does not assume responsibility for, and offers no endorsement of, 

goods, events or services offered in this newsletter. Each issue is     

copyrighted; all excerpts or selections quoted from this material   

require permission from the editor. Address any such requests to:                 

Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier Suite 200, Portland, ME 04101  

the human spirit shrivels and 

dies.   

This first issue of The      

Collective comes as a gift. 

Please see page 7 for       

information on how you can 

become a member of Women 

in God, Women in Good. 

Together we can make a 

difference.   

Welcome, you belong. 

Love and thanks, 

����������	����������	����������	����������	� ���

Founder, Women in God 

Women in God seeks to make vibrantly 

visible the bond between women. With our 

commitment to live from our deep, god-self,  

we join together to support, nourish and    

encourage each other. WIG’s programs and 

events are interfaith, multi-path and all-

inclusive. Welcome. You belong. 

Welcome to The Collective! 

Women in God, Women in 

Good believes that for our 

world to become more lov-

ing, spiritual and connected 

we need to share messages of 

love, hope and inspiration.  

In this spirit, WIG creates 

programs and opportunities 

that remind us that we are 

loving spirits in a human 

world longing to live in   

connection with one another. 

Along with WIG’s annual 

conference and seasonal  

retreats, The Collective keeps 

our connections vibrant,  

visible and alive. We hope 

you’ll become a member of 

Women In God and join our 

growing community.  

Women in God, Women in 

Good believes we are all 

longing for connection with 

something bigger and deeper 

than ourselves.  We also 

believe that there is no one 

spiritual path but rather many 

paths and beliefs to follow.  

Consequently, we focus on 

“unity not uniformity.”  

Women in God is about tak-

ing our  common spiritual 

cores out to the world, turn-

ing our inward path out, and 

creating the world we want 

in an overt, spiritual way.  

I believe there are thousands 

of groups like ours around 

the world.  I believe that as 

we all grow stronger and 

louder, we will connect in 

one worldwide circle, re-

minding us of who we are 

and bringing us back to the 

core values of love, hope and 

inspiration ~ without those, 

�����
�

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 	 	 � 
 � 





��
���
������
��
��������������


��#�#������	�
���������
�����

������
��������������������������

�������������#�
����������

�����
��/	���
�
���������	�����

5555555555555555555555�

��������������������������������'

��������
���������	�
�����
����
3�

6��������������
���
�
�����'

���.����	������
�
�����������
��

�	����
��	������
���(���

�����
�

������������.��	����

��
�
����

��
���������������������	���

�����
����	����������	���������

	�������	�����	���
�������.��
���

���������#������������
����	���

	���
��������.�6�������������

��
��
������
������������������	�

��������
����
���
�
���
��#���.�

�
��������#������������
���	���

���	�����������������.��	����
�

�	����(��
��������	�
���#������.�

Each year, Women In God presents four seasonal retr eats designed to deepen our connection to 
the natural world and to our inner self. In a commu nity of women, we explore, reflect, and meditate 
on the season’s theme, creating potent images to ca rry with us and remind us of our path.   

This Fall, we focus on GRATITUDE. In this very moment, no matter how hard or challenging your day has been,   
millions of small things have gone beautifully. How often do we stop and acknowledge how many things are going 
"right" in our lives? How do we find gratitude even for the challenges - the places where it feels like the Universe is 

kneeling on our chest? Our retreat weekend includes discussion of these topics, guided meditations, silent reflection, 
and creative processes designed to explore and affirm the gifts, blessings, and holy challenges growing wild     
through our daily life. Silent reflection begins after Friday’s program and continues through Saturday lunch.     

SEPTEMBER 15th- 17th, 2006     Living Water Retreat Center, Winslow , Maine                                                       

Tuition includes all retreat activities, an optional one-to-one meeting with one of the facilitators, lodging in private 
rooms, 5 meals from Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch and access to Living Water grounds and library.   

Massages are available for an additional fee and must be scheduled with Living Water staff before the retreat. Friday 
dinner is not provided by the retreat center. Participants are welcome to join in a pot-luck meal on Friday evening                          
in the dining hall at 7 p.m. The evening program will begin at 8 p.m. This retreat is facilitated by Megan Devine. 

Register online at www.womeningod.com or by phone 207-233-7658   

    TUITION: Members: $180 before September 1st, 2006; $195 after September 1st, 2006.                                  
Non-Members: $210 before September 1 st, 2006; $225 after September 1 st, 2006.                                              

$75 non-refundable deposit due at time of registrat ion payable to Women in God . 

***Tuition must be paid in full by September 10 th  to provide an accurate count for meals and rooms;             
no registrations can be accepted after September 10 th.*** See registration form on page 7. 

“If the only prayer you ever say your whole life is  ‘thank you,’ that would suffice.” ~Meister Eckhart  
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accordance with their own 

cultural identity, and to form 

freely a family of his own; 

taking the side of the poor and 

the helpless, speaking out for 

those who have no voice; and 

working effectively to change 

these situations, out of the 

conviction that no one can be 

happy alone. To read the full 

Decalogue, and to view the 

actual text from the Vatican, 

web-search under the term: 

Decalogue of Assisi for Peace.  
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The 2002 Assisi                        

Decalogue for Peace:     

Great News, Rarely Told 

Amidst headlines reporting war, 

politics, and violence in the name 

of god and religion, many people 

never heard the news of an amaz-

ing gathering of spiritual and reli-

gious leaders.  In 2002, more than 

200 leaders of the world's dozen 

major religions gathered in Assisi, 

Italy with the purpose of collec-

tively denouncing violence in the 

name of God. Pope John Paul II 

and Bartholomew I were in atten-

dance, as were dozen of rabbis; 

Muslim Imams; ministers from 

many Christian traditions includ-

ing Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyte-

rian, and the World Council of 

Churches; and  monks, priests and 

leaders representing Hindus, Bud-

dhists, Sikhs, Quakers, and native 

African traditions.  

As they met and prayed together, 

they unanimously agreed to con-

demn "every recourse to violence 

and war in the name of God or 

religion." They also said, "No 

religious goal can possibly 

justify the use of violence by 

man against man." And:  

"Whoever uses religion to 

foment violence contradicts 

religion's deepest and truest 

inspiration." Their statement, 

called the Assisi Decalogue for 

Peace, consists of 10 mutual 

commitments to work for 

peace and justice in the world. 

On March 4, 2002 the Pope 

sent a copy to all of the world's 

heads of state. Most newspa-

pers didn't run the story.         

Some of their commitments 

include: educating people to 

mutual respect and esteem, in 

order to help bring about a 

peaceful and fraternal coexis-

tence between people of differ-

ent ethnic groups, cultures and 

religions; increasing under-

standing and mutual trust be-

tween individuals and among 

peoples, for these are the 

premise of authentic peace; 

defending the right of every-

one to live a decent life in 

medicine, tests, or treatments. 

Healing requires not only good 

medicine, but often conversa-

tion, prayer, physical rehabili-

tation, and community support. 

The Jason Program supports 

the community in delivering 

this comprehensive care to 

Maine's critically ill children 

and their families. We are 

dedicated to strengthening 

The Jason Program provides 

medical, emotional and spiri-

tual care to Maine's critically 

ill and dying children and their 

families. Our Mission: To 

comfort and support children 

with life  limiting illnesses and 

their families, through medi-

cal, emotional, and spiritual 

care. Caring for the critically 

ill child requires more than just 

existing programs and estab-

lishing new services without 

duplicating resources. The 

Jason Program requires the 

kind, generous support of  

volunteers to serve our patients 

and families. If you would like 

to consider donating your time, 

please call us at: (207) 294-

8259 or (800) 824-0043. 

www.jasonprogram.org 
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A collection of news and events from the physical, social and spiritual realms,                                                             

along with ways for you to get involved.  
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based perspective. Set aside 

some time during the weekend 

of October 20-22 for an activ-

ity or event that focuses on the 

death penalty issue, using the 

ideas and resources provided 

by Amnesty International USA 

as your guide.  

For additional information, 

please contact NWFA Coordi-

nator Kristin Houlé 202-544-

0200, ext. 496.  

Amnesty International’s 

National Weekend                

of Faith in Action                 

on the Death Penalty        

October 20-22 , 2006 

The National Weekend of 

Faith in Action (NWFA) is an 

opportunity for faith communi-

ties, interfaith groups, human 

rights activists, and others to 

examine the death penalty 

from a faith-based or values-

���������



 

 

Imagine spending a day 

solely dedicated to God, 

awakening your spirit and 

connecting with a room full 

of spirit-filled women!

Women In God’s 2005 “Spirit 

in Action” conference was a 

day full of big love and inspi-

ration. It was a day of sharing 

intentions, embracing our 

gifts, and finding the strength 

to live our purpose.  Most of 

us came as strangers, yet left 

in a circle of friends. 

The experience led me to 

think about how my own 

spiritual journey had         

unfolded . 

Being raised by a woman who 

was a model of faith, strength 

and love, my spiritual journey 

began a long time ago.  My 

Mom taught me how to pray 

and trust in God from an early 

age with her favorite advice, 

“Take God by the hand…He 

will guide you”, and “Trust in 

God…What is IS”.   

My Mom’s actions, however, 

spoke louder than her words as 

I watched cancer chase her 

most of her adult life.  When 

she was diagnosed with ovar-

ian cancer at the age of 54, I 

saw her determination to live 

and witnessed her fierce faith 

in action.  She took God by the 

hand, she trusted and went into 

complete remission, even 

though she was told by the 

doctors that there was very 

little hope of that.  It was 

amazing to experience the 

whole scene again ten years 

later when she was diagnosed 

with breast cancer.  Faith in 

action worked for her once 

again!  She went on to live a 

fearless, vibrant and healthy 

life until the age of 80, when 

she died peacefully from breast 

cancer as I whispered, “Take 

God by the hand, Mom”.     

From my Mom’s example, I 

learned that faith was greater 

than fear.  God had not 

spared my Mom from     

cancer, but He spared her 

from fear, and she became a 

force of nature! 

I learned to Trust in God and 

to flow in trust…precious 

gifts that my life is now built 

upon.  Trust is feeling God’s 

presence, helping me to let 

go of outcomes, to relax and 

to simply be curious as to 

what will happen next.  I am 

then free to be present and to 

see the miracles and gifts 

that the universe is offering 

all the time.  

Trusting also helps me to 

live without judgments so 

that I can deeply love God, 

myself and others.  You 

can’t be both judging and 

loving someone at the same 

time!  I spent many years 

Women In God accepts profile submissions 

for this column from members. Send up to 

1200 words in narrative form relating your 

personal path, challenges and lessons, how 

you’ve changed, what you know. Write on 

how your path intersects with the upcoming 

theme, or choose something different.       

Submission does not guarantee publication.  
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judging everything as “good” 

or “bad”.   I now realize that 

things just are.  It’s me who 

creates happiness or discom-

fort by the judgments I place 

on people and events.   

As I continue on my spiritual 

path, I am grateful to be a 

part of Women In God.  It 

truly is a circle of love and 

support.  It is here that I have 

met women who I admire and 

feel at home with.  How 

blessed am I to have more 

women in my life like my 

Mom who so inspired me 

long ago…women of faith, 

strength and love…all forces 

of nature! 

~ Fran Liautaud 

Fran Liautaud is a Mentor 

offering Dialogues to          

Explorers of feelings and  

beliefs.  She can be reached at       

207-604-0656.  
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A Tea Party is an initial meeting of WIG members who want to start a gathering in their local community. Tea Parties result in small 

groups of women who meet on a regular basis to share and explore their spiritual life with each other. Suggestions for regular meetings 

include monthly dinners hosted by a rotating group of women, pot-lucks, art nights, and book groups. Attending members may also bring 

goods for donation to women’s shelters or services as part of their gatherings. Tea Parties will be listed in this space.  

If you are interested in hosting a Tea Party, please submit your contact information, your vision for a group, and the name of your town or 

region, by the submission deadline for the next issue. Be sure to let us know of groups that have formed, when they meet, and whether 

you are accepting new members! Jane Honeck is available for your questions and submissions: jane@womeningod.com 

. 
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Please send your poetry to Editor, WIG 50 Portland Pier, 

Portland, ME 04101; or email to:  editor@womeningod.com. 

We try to honor line breaks and formatting requests; please let 

us know if there is a specific way your words need to appear.  

September 2006 ~ Images of God(d): Him, Her, All, Other                         

(submission deadline August 15th) 

December 2006 ~ The Long, Dark Night: Loss, Despair, Rebirth                 

(submission deadline November 15th) 

March 2007 ~ All My Tribe: Connection and Community                             

(submission deadline February 15th) 
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calm again, there is                     

gentle genius in the                    

Ocean of the Universe,                   

washing me clean,                     

holding me whole.  

And like the                         

grand sea and the     

gritty sand,                           

turning jagged glass and    

sharp stone                          

smooth after years and years, so 

turning to life’s breath     

restores my own                     

blue-green essence,                    

rough edges worn away by the            

Grace of the                     

Great Breath Provider.  

© Susan L. Young, 2004 

A POWER GREATER   

THAN MYSELF 

Riding the comings and goings of 

Breath,                                                   

in,                                                                 

out,                                                 

inhaling, chest and belly rising,    

exhaling, full body relaxes into a   

mysterious and                              

impressive Presence. 

Like the                                         

constancy of           

wave after wave      

lapping the shore through             

storms of sorrow,                     

roaring rip-tides,                   

chaos, confusion, and then the       

pendulum swing to  
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How did you hear about us? ___________________        

__________________________________________ 

Would you like to be listed in the New Member’s     

section, by name and town? __________ 

��

Gift Recipient’s Name & Ad-

$ _______ 

$ _______ 

$ _______ Total Enclosed:  

Scholarship / Tax Deductible Donation $ _______ 

8�����	���
�������������������������

�����
���B!C%�&4����'���
���������:������

���������	� �
Have news you’d like to share? Member News lists free events of interest to WIG members, requests for prayer or  

healing, personal news, milestones, and celebrations. Send your listing to Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier Ste 200,                   

Portland, ME 04101; or by email at editor@womeningod.com 

�+�,, - ./��/,�                                                                                                                                 

Ad guidelines and rates: Suitability for a classified ad is determined by subject matter: 

fee-based events, classes, retreat rentals and services are welcome. Submit your 

listing and payment of  30 cents per word to: Editor, WIG, 50 Portland Pier, Portland, 

ME 04101. For free events, please see Member News. 

-���
��������	���
��������������������������8������ ���
������������B!�-��������-����$����� !!��

-���������89�!"C!C��+���������
������
������������� ��������������������

�������

Women In God  Membership Form 
New or renewal membership 

Gift Membership: gift membership will be 

Fall Retreat—Member 

Fall Retreat—non-member 

$25.00 

$25.00 

Deposit $75; $180.00 before 9/1, $195 after 9/1 

Deposit $75; $210 before 9/1, $225 after 9/1 

Name 

Address 

Phone & Email 
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